Newton, their correspondent at Oxford, wrote them of it,
they experimented with tennis balls, which that day fell
always to the southeast.

For a brief time Charles checked the onslaughts of his
enemies by taking them into his Privy Council where he
could hold them responsible to their followers for any of
his acts to which they might otherwise be inclined to object
in public.

" Odd's fish! ** he exclaimed to one of his attendants who
ventured to wonder at the seeming surrender, " they have
put a set of men about me, but they shall know nothing,
and this keep to yourself.**

Not only did the King scorn to avail himself of their
advice; he would not even permit them the comfort of
blowing off steam in a Parliamentary manner. Lord William
Russell once began to air a grievance, but his Majesty would
have none of it.

<c Sit down, my lord,** he snapped. " This is no place for
addresses.*'

While endeavouring to keep these men quiet, he tried to
bring James into a reasonable frame of mind about re-
ligion. Their grandfather, after struggling as the Protestant
Champion of France, had decided that his throne was worth
a mass. Charles thought the throne of England might be
worth giving up a mass. He sent bishops to urge the Duke
of York to return to the faith of his country, but the
younger brother had all the zeal of a convert and refused
to be moved. The King would not attempt anything more
forcible than persuasion. When James reported the result
of his interview with the bishops, Charles merely suggested
that in the excited state of the public mind, a Catholic was
better off elsewhere. He sent James to Brussels.

The Scots had felt the unrest of England and chose this